An NIH/Columbia University information system interface.
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Health Sciences of Columbia University have developed an information system interface whereby sponsored research information is routinely forwarded, in machine-readable form, from the NIH to Columbia University. For Columbia University the interface system has materially reduced data input costs, made information available on a more timely basis, improved the quality of its system by the adoption of existing standardized data definitions, and allowed flexible access to NIH's broad data base. For NIH the system permits an improvement in its data base through high-quality and fast feedback from the grantee institution. The promotion of future systems development is enhanced through the adoption of standardized data element designations and definitions.